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Growth & Prosperity Scrutiny Panel 
 
Held on Monday, 12th December 2022, 6:00 – 8.15pm, in The Salford Suite, Civic Centre, Chorley Road, 
Swinton. 
 
Present:  
Councillor Sharpe  – in the Chair 
Councillors Brabiner, Brooks, R. Garrido,  Lewis, Nelson, Saeed, Shama and Ward 
 
Councillor McCusker*  –  Lead Member for Planning, Transport & Sustainable 

Development 
Councillor Kelly*  – Statutory Deputy Mayor and Lead Member for Property, 

Regeneration & Housing 
 
Officers: 
Claire Edwards   –  Democratic Services 
Hayley Nixon*   – Commercial Project Manager 
Matt Ryan*   – Flood Risk and Drainage Manager 
James Shuttleworth  – Head of Planning 
 
*Attended remotely via MS Teams. 
 
 
1. Welcome and apologies for absence 
 
The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting.  

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Dickman, Linden and Pevitt. 

 
2. Declarations of interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 
3. Carbon and Climate Change Programme Overview 
 
James Shuttleworth and Hayley Nixon gave a presentation regarding this item which included information 
in respect of the following: 
 

▪ Salford City Council – Milestones and Targets 
o Establish a Climate Action Board in Salford 

• Climate Emergency Declaration 

• Salford Local Plan 
▪ Greater Manchester 5 Year Environment Plan 
▪ SCC Zero Carbon City Vision and Aims 
▪ Carbon Emissions in Salford 2005 – 2020 
▪ Salford City Council - Key Stats for Salford 
▪ Salford City Council – Zero Carbon Challenge 
▪ Our Homes – Overview 

o Low Energy, Low Carbon Homes – The Salford Standard 
o Green Homes Grant – Local Authority Delivery GMCA Schemes 

▪ Our Buildings – Overview  
o Public Sector De-Carbonisation Scheme 
o Public Sector De-Carbonisation Scheme 3 
o Buildings Dashboard 

▪ Publish Sector De-Carbonisation Scheme – Salford City Council 
▪ Unlocking Clean Energy in Greater Manchester 

o Overview 
▪ Unlocking Clean Energy in Greater Manchester – Challenges 
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▪ Charlestown Hydro Scheme 
▪ Our Green Infrastructure – Overview 
▪ Our Green Infrastructure – University of Salford: The Living Lab 
▪ Our Green Infrastructure – Salford Peat 
▪ Our Green Infrastructure – Greater Manchester Green Spaces Fund 
▪ Next Steps 

o Zero Carbon Progarmme – Key Priorities for 2022/23 
 
Discussion took place which included reference to the following: 

 
▪ The target date of 2038 for carbon neutrality in Salford by reducing emissions by 15% per annum, 

which all 10 GM Local Authorities had agreed to deliver.  It was established that the target of 15% 
per annum was not currently being met and concern was expressed in terms of the target date of 
2038 for carbon neutrality in Salford being realistic. 

 
▪ The highest type of emissions in 2020 in Salford relating to Transport (47%).  Reference was made 

to ‘Our Travel Mission’ which included ‘ Increasing the use of public transport and active travel 
modes.’  Concern was expressed regarding the number of bus services in the Boothstown area 
having been reduced with no plans coming forward to address this issue, and how this aligned with 
the above-mentioned mission. 
 

▪ The target included in the Local Plan, which was due to be adopted by the Council in January 2023, 
that all new development should be zero carbon by 2028.  Concern was expressed that this was not 
already taking place.  James explained that this was considered an ambitious and challenging 
policy based on national policy and local evidence.  

 
▪ The school estate and support that could be provided in terms of upgrading heating sytems, LED 

lighting, etc. 
 

▪ The objectives of the Greener Salford Campaign – to encourage positive engagement and 
behaviour change, and to raise awareness of Zero Carbon programme and impacts. 

 
▪ Air source heat pumps and the challenge of developing financial basis for installation – it was 

established that solar panels were being installed where possible and were currently more viable, 
depending on the type of building involved. 
 

▪ The availability of on-street Electric Vehicle Charging Points in residential areas and, in particular, 
accessibility in terms of residents living in terraced accommodation. 
 

▪ Concern regarding the possible impact of inflation on costings.  It was reported that caution had 
been applied in respect of the costings and that technical advice had been sought from consultants. 
 

▪ The Council’s stake in Manchester Airport and share of GM Pension Fund and whether these had 
been taken into account (in terms of the 2%). 
 

▪ Concern regarding the impact of heat stress, particularly on the most vulnerable in the city.  
Particular reference was made to those on low incomes, unable to afford air conditioning, or to 
acquire multiple portable fans for their home, and the effects on their health and wellbeing in terms 
of lack of sleep, etc. 
 

▪ Some housing developments in the city having few trees with poor accessibility to green space.   
 

▪ The format of meetings of the Climate Action Board which tended to be presentation-led.  It was 
indicated that ideas as to how meetings of the board could be more effective were welcomed. 

 
▪ Acknowledgement of the work that was being undertaken and the investment that was being made 

by the Council and at GM level to attempt to address the issues, however, concern was expressed 
regarding the global scale of the situation, with the action being taken by local government only 
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‘tinkering’ with the problems.  Reference was made to the need for national governments to play 
their part to tackle the issues. 

 
▪ GM 5-Year Environment Plan – delivery monitored through five Challenge Groups. 

 
▪ Procurement – what action was being taken to reduce carbon emissions? 

 
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the content of the presentation and discussion be noted with thanks to James 
Shuttleworth and Hayley Nixon for their attendance at the meeting. 
 
                      (2) THAT responses be sought and provided at a future meeting in respect of the questions 
raised regarding public transport in the Boothstown area, accessibility in relation to EV charging points in 
terms of terraced accommodation in residential areas and action being taken to reduce carbon emissions in 
terms of procurement. 
 

4. Update on Flooding 

 
Matt Ryan presented a report which provided an update on the flooding that had occurred to highways and 
properties in Salford as a result of two significant storms on 9th and 30th September 2021.  The areas that 
had been most affected were Eccles, Worsley, Boothstown, Cadishead and Irlam.  The report provided 
information relating to the impacts of those flooding events and detailed the actions and duties of relevant 
parties. 
 
As Lead Local Flood Authority, Salford City Council has a Duty to publicly report significant flood events 
under Section 19 of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010. The report gave information relating to the 
flooding incidents and the ongoing response. It was indicated that all the flooding incidents fell into three 
categories: public sewer flooding, highway drainage flooding and flooding from culverted watercourse. 
 
In terms of progress in respect of the Section 19 report, it was noted that the report had been drafted and 
was undergoing internal scrutiny for checking prior to being forwarded in draft format to United Utilities. 
United Utilities would then review the report and provide comments, which may lead to some amendments 
and again another round of internal checking. Once this was complete, a copy would be issued to the 
Environment Agency as a matter of curtesy and, subject to their comments, approval would be requested of 
the relevant Salford City Council Panel for publication on the Council’s website. 
 
Discussion took place which included reference to the following: 
 

▪ With regard to the flooding that had occurred at The Crescent in Worsley, concern was expressed 
that a plan was still not in place to deal with the issues that exist.  An update was provided 
regarding the current position in terms of the response from United Utilities and the situation 
regarding funding.  Matt offered to discuss the matter with Councillor R. Garrido separately  in order 
to set out what was intended and the process that would need to be followed. 
 

▪ Issues that exist regarding flooding in various parts of the city.  Matt invited Members to contact him 
with specific concerns in order to ensure that they were being addressed.   
 

▪ There being a tolerance with regard to drainage issues in some areas of the city due to the 
problems having occurred for a number of years.  In response to a question raised, information was 
provided regarding the gulley cleaning schedule.  Matt invited Members to contact him should they 
wish him to visit any particular location(s) of concern with them. 
 

RESOLVED:  (1) THAT the impacts of the flooding of September 2021 be noted. 
 

(2) THAT the progress of the Section 19 report and the next steps prior to publication 
be noted. 
 

(3) THAT Matt Ryan be thanked for the work that he had undertaken and for his 
attendance at the meeting. 
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5. Work Programme 
 
RESOLVED: THAT the content of the Work Programme be agreed. 
 
7. Date and Time of Next Meeting 
 

▪ Monday 23rd January 2023 at 6:00pm in the Salford Suite, Civic Centre. 
 


